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DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE SEARCH
FOR NEW APPROACHES AND EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES FOR ADDRESSING THE WORLD DRUG PROBLEM 
IN THE AMERICAS
(Approved during the third session of the General Committee held on June 5, 2014)
RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 2556 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2621 (XLI-O/11) whereby it endorsed the Hemispheric Strategy on Drugs and the Hemispheric Plan of Action on Drugs 2011-2015;

REAFFIRMING the commitments made in the Declaration of Antigua, Guatemala, “For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas,” particularly those urging the adoption of new approaches to the world drug problem in the Americas based on knowledge and scientific evidence, advancing in a coordinated manner in the search for effective solutions to the world drug problem, with a comprehensive, strengthened, balanced, and multidisciplinary approach with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms that incorporates public health, education, and social inclusion, together with preventive actions to address transnational organized crime, and the strengthening of democratic institutions, as well as promotion of local and national development; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1);
TAKING NOTE of the “Report on the Drug Problem in the Americas”;
REAFFIRMING that countering the world drug problem is a common and shared responsibility that must be addressed in a multilateral setting, that it requires an integrated and balanced approach, and that it must be carried out in full conformity with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and other provisions of international law, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action on human rights, and, in particular, with full respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of states, for the principle of non-intervention in their internal affairs, and for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, and on the basis of the principles of equal rights and mutual respect; (United Nations General Assembly resolution AG/Res/68/197, December 18, 2013, paragraph 2);
REAFFIRMING ALSO that all persons are equal before the law and enjoy all internationally recognized human rights, without distinction as to race, sex, language, creed, or any other factor; (Article II of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man);
RECOGNIZING the importance for the judicial branch, public prosecutor’s offices, the police, the prison system, and other state entities to develop and strengthen the capability to respond effectively through lawful measures to prevent and suppress crime and violence;   
REAFFIRMING that  policies to address the world drug problem that have to do with supply reduction and control measures must respect  international human rights obligations that consider, inter alia, that the illegal and arbitrary use of force is incompatible with the  common good and rule of law  in a democratic society and unjustifiable in the name of crime and violence prevention and control;  
RECOGNIZING that the world drug problem, including its political, economic, social, and environmental costs, has become an increasingly complex, dynamic, and multicausal challenge that creates negative effects on health, social relations, and citizen security and on the integrity of democratic institutions, public policies, development, and economic activities and that, under the principle of common and shared responsibility, it requires a comprehensive, balanced, multidisciplinary approach, built on a framework of full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, PP2);
UNDERSCORING that the problem is not limited to the supply of and demand for drugs and to money laundering, but rather that the world drug problem can contribute to, and be exacerbated by, structural problems of a social nature; 
DEEPLY MOVED by the large number of human lives lost and cut short, as well as the great suffering caused by the world drug problem; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, PP5);
CONVINCED that policies to reduce illicit drug demand should focus on the welfare of individuals and their environment, so that, from a multisectoral and multidisciplinary approach and using available scientific evidence and best practices, they can be based on approaches to mitigate the negative impact of drug abuse, reinforce the social fabric, and strengthen justice, human rights, health, development, social inclusion, citizen security, and collective well-being; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, PP8);
REITERATING the need to strengthen state institutions and public policies and strategies for social inclusion, particularly those related to education, health, and citizen security, in order to enhance prevention of drug abuse and of drug-related violence and crimes, with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, PP9);
REITERATING ALSO the importance of greater allocation of public and private resources for the implementation of prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and social reintegration programs; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, PP10);

REITERATING FURTHER in this regard the importance of public policies for social inclusion;


RECOGNIZING that the experiences of various governments and societies with the world drug problem and the new approaches they have developed to address it can be a source of global learning for the evolution of current drug policies;

AGREEING that among the most evident and harmful effects of drug abuse is the breaking of social ties, which requires that consideration be given to promoting polices that focus on the person, strengthen those ties, and allow people to embark on and continue with their life plans, in terms of employment and vocational integration, establishment of a family, and development in society, among other things; 
REAFFIRMING that drug policies must have a crosscutting human rights perspective in line with the parties’ obligations under international law and must be designed and implemented with gender awareness, in order to promote and achieve, inter alia, the well-being of individuals, their social inclusion, and access to justice and health; (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, OP10 and OP11, merged and shortened);
REAFFIRMING ALSO our commitment to encourage broad and open debate on the world drug problem so that all sectors of society participate and continue offering, as appropriate, their experience and knowledge of the different aspects of the phenomenon and thereby contribute to the strengthening of national strategies as fundamental elements for the effectiveness of public policies; and (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, OP7); and
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the commitment of the states to initiate a process of consultations, based on the Declaration of Antigua, to be held, inter alia, in the following settings: at the national level, in regional multidisciplinary groups, in the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), in the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, held in Medellin, Colombia, in November 2013, and in specialized meetings coordinated by the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States with other regional organizations and entities, (AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1, OP20),
RESOLVES:

1.
To reaffirm that drug policies must be carried out with full respect for national and international law, including due process and full respect for human rights, comprising their obligations regarding civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as for democratic institutions, so as to promote and preserve the rule of law and democratic freedoms and values in the Hemisphere. (taken from AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13), OP1).

2.
To reaffirm the commitment to continue advancing in a coordinated manner in the search for effective solutions to the world drug problem with a comprehensive, balanced, and multidisciplinary approach with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, which are directly related to the right of people to live with dignity, and so their purpose is to promote and secure the well-being of people, their social inclusion, and their access to justice, education, and health, together with preventive actions to address transnational organized crime and the strengthening of democratic institutions, as well as promotion of local and national development. (final part of AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13), OP1).
3.
To reaffirm that all member states have a duty to ensure that all measures adopted to address the world drug problem are in compliance with their obligations under international law (taken from AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13), OP2) 
4.
To urge states, in their drug policies to address the world drug problem, to comply fully with their obligations under applicable international law, regarding [BR: the prohibition of] cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment, noting in particular the absolute prohibition of torture, including the Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture. (taken from AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13), OP3).

5.
To urge member states to consider policies that promote adequate social and health care for incarcerated persons, including those involved in drug abuse.

6.
To invite the IACHR to continue promoting respect for and the defense of human rights by supporting the efforts of member states that so request to comply appropriately with their international human rights commitments when developing and executing measures to address the world drug problem, and to invite it to pay attention to the possible negative effects of human rights. (taken from AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13), OP4) 
7.
In addition, to request that the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) continue paying attention to the effects on the rights of women that could derive from policies for tackling the global drugs problem.
8.
To request the Executive Secretariats of the IACHR, the CIM, and CICAD, as well as other relevant OAS areas, to establish and strengthen their ongoing collaboration, including on the topic of promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, women’s rights, in the adoption of measures or policies to address the world drug problem, including implementation of the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and the Plan of Action 2011-2015. 

9.
To request that the Executive Secretariat of CICAD, in close coordination with the Secretariats of the IACHR and the CIM, convene a meeting of government experts to exchange national experiences and good practices with the adoption of comprehensive drug policies under a human rights perspective, with a view to presenting a document with recommendations to be used as an input by the OAS Permanent Council, during the first half of 2015, in accordance with available resources.
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10.
To request the General Secretariat to take the necessary action, with support from the member states, to implement the present resolution. 
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